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for his necessary defence and safety against such as did
insolently invade or attempt against his Majesty". To
this appeal Falkland and the peers at York responded with
a promise to stand by the King's prerogative, and on 15th
June the peers joined the King in a solemn declaration that
they desired only " the law, peace, and prosperity of this
kingdom". Falkland, Culpepper, Lord-Keeper Littleton,
Chief Justice Bankes and thirty-four peers were among the
signatories. If the King and Court desired peace, so did
the country at large. Petitions praying for an accommoda-
tion poured into York from all parts of the country. Falk-
land's answers to the petitions are models of dignity and
sober eloquence, and testify, as far as words can testify, to
the King's earnest desire " that all hostility may cease, cease
forever, and a blessed and happy accommodation and peace
be made; that God's honour and the Protestant religion
may be maintained; that the just privileges of Parliament
and the laws of the land may be upheld and put in exe-
cution that so his good people may be freed from their fears,
and secured in their estatesJ'.1

But the sands were running out. On 4th July the
Houses named a Committee of Safety; on the 6th they
ordered a special army of 10,000 men to be raised, and on
the 12th they appointed Essex to command it

The King's friends were chafing at the delay in raising
his standard. But it was not easy to decide where it should
be set up. The Derby family desired to secure the honour
for Lancashire and promised strong support: York was
considered, but was less eager for the distinction; on I2th
August the King summoned his loyal subjects to rally
round the standard at Nottingham, and there on the 22nd
it was set up.

1 Falkland's answers to the petitions from Hertford, Cumberland and
Westmoreland and Flint may be read in full in Lady T. Lewis, Appendix N.rk,
